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Functional Skills: Reading Paper Level 2 

This pack covers section A of the AQA Language Paper 1 exam.  

This booklet contains:   

• Sources A, B & C 

• Exam style questions & answers 

• Skills based worksheets with answers 

Source A 
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Reading Paper Level Two: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 1 
You need source A with you to answer the questions. You can download the full source and 
question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

Finding the Facts 

At what time do the club meet on a Wednesday? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

[1 mark] 

Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question 

Source A states, ‘it is suitable for all ages and offers a great way to relax’ 

The word ‘suitable’ means 

 

A Appropriate 

B Inappropriate 

C Exciting 

D Adventurous  

[1 mark] 

Identifying Implicit Meanings 

The article implies that metal detecting: 

 

A Only happens at weekends 

B Is suitable for beginners 

C Is an expensive pastime 

D Is only about making money  

[1 mark] 
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Identifying Explicit Meanings 

 

Using the information in Source A, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement is true or false.  

 

 True False 
It’s a way to make new friends   
You are looking for plastic objects in the ground   
The club raised £450 for local charities   
The club lost a bride’s wedding ring on her big day.   

[2 marks] 

 

Facts and Opinions 

 

The writer of Source A presents both facts and opinions about metal detecting.  

Identify two facts about metal detecting. 

 

Fact 1: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Fact 2: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

[1 mark] 

Identify two opinions about metal detecting. 

Opinion 1: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Opinion 2: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

[1 mark] 
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Analysing Language 

 

Explain how the writer of Source A uses words and language techniques to persuade 
people to join the metal detecting club.  

You should provide examples from Source A in your answer.  

[3 marks] 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Reading Paper Level Two: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 1 ANSWERS 

 
You need source A with you to answer the questions. You can download the full source and 
question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

 

Finding the Facts 

 

At what time do the club meet on a Wednesday? 

[1 mark] 

7.30pm 

 

Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question 

Source A states, ‘it is suitable for all ages and offers a great way to relax’ 

The word ‘suitable’ means 

 

A Appropriate 

B Inappropriate 

C Exciting 

D Adventurous  

[1 mark] 
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Identifying Implicit Meanings 

 

The article implies that metal detecting: 

 

A Only happens at weekends 

B Is suitable for beginners 

C Is an expensive pastime 

D Is only about making money  

[1 mark] 

 

Identifying Explicit Meanings 

 

Using the information in Source A, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement is true or false.  

 

 True False 
It’s a way to make new friends X  
You are looking for plastic objects in the ground  X 
The club raised £450 for local charities X  
The club lost a bride’s wedding ring on her big day.  X 

[2 marks] 

 

Facts and Opinions 

The writer of Source A presents both facts and opinions about metal detecting.  

Identify two facts about metal detecting. 

 

• Metal detecting is about scanning the land for metal objects 
• It is suitable for all ages 
• You can make new and exciting discoveries through metal detecting 
• You can make like-minded friends 

[1 mark] 
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Identify two opinions about metal detecting. 

• It’s an exciting hobby 
• It’s not too expensive 
• There are great places to go detecting in the local area 
• The club is friendly 

[1 mark] 

 

Analysing Language 

 

Explain how the writer of Source A uses words and language techniques to persuade 
people to join the metal detecting club.  

You should provide examples from Source A in your answer.  

[3 marks] 

You could comment on: 

• Writer's use of rhetorical questions 
• Use of positive verbs and adjectives such as ‘relax’, ‘jackpot’, ‘special’, ‘great’ and 

‘friendly’ 
• Writer’s comments the different items you could find if you joined the club 
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Explicit vs. Implicit Information Worksheet 
 

Explicit Information: Information which is obvious, clearly stated or openly said by the 
writer of a text. 

Implicit Information: Information which is not immediately obvious, suggested by the 
author, based on what has been written explicitly. 

 

 

Read the extract below: 

            Before he pushed the loaded supply boat out into the sound, he turned his back to 
the wind, reached into his waistcoat pocket and delicately drew out a folded square of 
paper. He re-read the copper-plate writing that was so familiar. "Thy way is in the sea, and 
my path in the great waters." He read the words slowly and deliberately and, although he 
was not religious, the message carried some deeper significance which was not clear to 
him. He returned the paper back into his pocket, repeated the words in his mind, and 
pushed the bow of the boat seaward. 

The lighthouse defiantly stood proud of the jagged rocks; a broken jaw of granite. 
He was always met by the three keepers who stood unwavering in any weather; the sealskin 
collars on their coats were drawn up to their chins. 

List 3 pieces of explicit information about 
the sailor in this extract. 

1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 

2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 

3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 

List 3 ideas which are implied about the 
sailor (implicit) within the text: 

1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 

2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 

3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 
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Explicit vs. Implicit Information ANSWERS 
 

Explicit Information: Information which is obvious, clearly stated or openly said by the 
writer of a text. 

Implicit Information: Information which is not immediately obvious, suggested by the 
author, based on what has been written explicitly. 

 

 

Read the extract below: 

            Before he pushed the loaded supply boat out into the sound, he turned his back to 
the wind, reached into his waistcoat pocket and delicately drew out a folded square of 
paper. He re-read the copper-plate writing that was so familiar. "Thy way is in the sea, and 
my path in the great waters." He read the words slowly and deliberately and, although he 
was not religious, the message carried some deeper significance which was not clear to 
him. He returned the paper back into his pocket, repeated the words in his mind, and 
pushed the bow of the boat seaward. 

The lighthouse defiantly stood proud of the jagged rocks; a broken jaw of granite. 
He was always met by the three keepers who stood unwavering in any weather; the sealskin 
collars on their coats were drawn up to their chins. 

List 3 pieces of explicit information about 
the sailor in this extract. 

• He turned his back to the wind. 

• He was wearing a waistcoat. 

• He read the words slowly and 

deliberately. 

• He isn’t religious.  

• Anything else of relevance 

List 3 ideas which are implied (implicit) 
within the text about the sailor: 

• It was cold/windy. 

• The sailor was journeying alone. 

• He felt comforted by the words on 

the piece of paper. 

• Anything else of relevance 
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Reading Paper Level Two: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 2 

 
You need source B with you to answer the questions. You can download the full source and 
question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question.  

Source B states, ‘meeting fellow enthusiasts and learning more about the past’ 

The word ‘enthusiast’ means: 

 

A Excited 

B Disinterested  

C Interested 

D Disheartened   

[1 mark] 

 

Identifying Implicit Meanings 

According to Source B, the paragraph beginning ‘Farmland can be a good place…’ 
suggests that: 

 

A Farmers do not allow metal detecting on their land 

B Fields used by animals are best for metal detecting 

C Farmers plough their land to stop metal detecting 

D Fields used for crops are good for metal detecting 

[1 mark] 
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Identifying Explicit Meanings 

 

Using the information in Source B, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement is true or false.  

 

 True False 
Riverbanks are the worst place to make discoveries   
People often drop items when travelling from place 
to place 

  

Beaches provide metal detecting opportunities all 
year round 

  

Footpaths are a bad place to source finds   
[2 marks] 

 

Source B gives examples on how to stay safe when metal detecting. List three pieces of 
advice on how to stay safe when metal detecting.  

1: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

[3 marks] 

Source B details on the best places to source finds.  

List three sites. 

1: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

[3 marks] 
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Reading Paper Level Two: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 2 ANSWERS 

 
You need source B with you to answer the questions. You can download the full source and 
question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question.  

 

Source B states, ‘meeting fellow enthusiasts and learning more about the past’ 

The word ‘enthusiast’ means 

 

A Excited 

B Disinterested  

C Interested 

D Disheartened   

[1 mark] 

Identifying Implicit Meanings 

 

According to Source B, the paragraph beginning ‘Farmland can be a good place…’ 
suggests that: 

 

A Farmers do not allow metal detecting on their land 

B Fields used by animals are best for metal detecting 

C Farmers plough their land to stop metal detecting 

D Fields used for crops are good for metal detecting 

[1 mark] 
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Identifying Explicit Meanings 

 

Using the information in Source B, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement is true or false.  

 

 True False 
Riverbanks are the worst place to make discoveries  X 
People often drop items when travelling from place 
to place 

X  

Beaches provide metal detecting opportunities all 
year round 

X  

Footpaths are a bad place to source finds  X 
[2 marks] 

 

 

Source B gives examples on how to stay safe when metal detecting. List three pieces of 
advice on how to stay safe when metal detecting.  

• Be careful of cattle/cows with calves 
• Be careful near water 
• Be aware of tides 
• Make sure you’ve asked permission to use your detector in public places 

 

[3 marks] 

 

Source B details on the best places to source finds.  

List three sites. 

• Gardens 
• Parks 
• Farmland 
• Footpaths 
• Rivers 
• Windmills 
• Beaches 

[3 marks] 
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Referring to the Text Worksheet 
 

All quotations require the use of speech marks (“ “) 

Short quotations can be embedded a sentence by writing in exactly the words which feet. 

 

         Example: 

For a long time, he always felt like “a sailor lost at sea” in the new city. 

 

Read the extract below: 

The windowless, circular room was panelled with cedar and smelt of burning lamp-

oil. At this stage, the boy always sat at the scrubbed pine table and was handed a metal 

mug of steaming tea, whilst the men emptied the cases of supplies. However, on this 

occasion, the last occasion, they joined him at the table and in solemn silence removed 

their boots and coarse woollen socks. 

 

For each statement below, write a short quotation which proves the statement. Try to 
embed each of these into your own sentence: 

1. The room was usually very dark inside. 

The room is likely very dark because it is “windowless,” having no openings to let light in. . 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Usually, the boy has to wait for the men to complete their work. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3.  The room is very hard to get comfortable in. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4. This story is set during the autumn or winter months. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. This story is set in the past, before many modern technologies were available. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Referring to the Text ANSWERS 
 

All quotations require the use of speech marks (“ “) 

Short quotations can be embedded a sentence by writing in exactly the words which feet. 

 

         Example: 

For a long time, he always felt like “a sailor lost at sea” in the new city. 

 

Read the extract below: 

The windowless, circular room was panelled with cedar and smelt of burning lamp-

oil. At this stage, the boy always sat at the scrubbed pine table and was handed a metal 

mug of steaming tea, whilst the men emptied the cases of supplies. However, on this 

occasion, the last occasion, they joined him at the table and in solemn silence removed 

their boots and coarse woollen socks. 

 

For each statement below, write a short quotation which proves the statement. Try to 
embed each of these into your own sentence: 

1. The room was usually very dark inside. 

The room is likely very dark because it is “windowless,” having no openings to let light in.  

 

2. Usually, the boy has to wait for the men to complete their work. 

The boy usually has to wait for the men to complete their work because he is “handed a 
mug of steaming tea, whilst the men emptied the cases of supplies.” 

 

3.  The room is very hard to get comfortable in. 

The room is hard to get comfortable in because there is a “solemn silence” even when the 
men are sat around the table. 
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6. This story is set during the autumn or winter months. 

The story is likely to be set in the autumn or winter months because the boy is given a 
“metal mug of steaming tea”.  

 

7. This story is set in the past, before many modern technologies were available. 
The story may be set in the past because there is the smell of “burning lamp-oil” and no 
mention of electricity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher   
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

Reading Paper Level Two: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 3 

 
You need sources A and C with you to answer the questions. You can download the full 
source and question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question.  

 

Source C states, ‘an event organised by the Weekend Wanderers Detecting Club’ 

The word ‘organised’ means 

 

A Unplanned 

B Pretty  

C Planned  

D Colourful 

[1 mark] 

Identifying Explicit Meanings 

From reading Source C, list three things you learn about Paul’s discovery of the coins. 

1: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

[3 marks] 
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 Making Comparisons 

 

Compare Source A and Source C in terms of how the material is conveyed.  

You may wish to refer to the level of detail, presentation and language, formality, possible 
bias and how the writers come across.  

[6 marks] 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Reading Paper Level Two: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 3 ANSWERS 

 
You need sources A and C with you to answer the questions. You can download the full 
source and question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question.  

 

Source C states, ‘an event organised by the Weekend Wanderers Detecting Club’ 

The word ‘organised’ means 

 

A Unplanned 

B Pretty  

C Planned  

D Colourful 

[1 mark] 

Identifying Explicit Meanings 

 

From reading Source C, list three things you learn about Paul’s discovery of the coins. 

• He found £1 million pounds worth of coins 
• He unearthed more than 5,000 Anglo-Saxon silver coins 
• It was one of the biggest finds ever made in Britain 
• There was 5,251 coins  
• They were in a lead box buried two feet underground 
• In good condition they could fetch £250 each 

[3 marks] 
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Making Comparisons 

 

Compare Source A and Source C in terms of how the material is conveyed.  

You may wish to refer to the level of detail, presentation and language, formality, possible 
bias and how the writers come across.  

[6 marks] 

 

• Both are articles  
• One gives details on metal detecting in general, whereas the other covers a specific 

story about metal detecting  
• Source A gives various reasons why you should join a metal detecting club, whereas 

source B talks specifically about money-related motives 
• Both talk about finding/making money 
• Source A talks more about a hobby shared with friends, whereas source B talks more 

about one person’s experience with metal detecting on his own 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher   
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

PURPOSE, AUDIENCE & FORMAT WORKSHEET 
Draw a line connecting the various format-features on the right to the correct formats on 
the left. 

Article 

 Tagline 

 Subheadings 

 Address 

 Salutation 

Letter 

 Formal sign-off 

 
Thanking your reader 

and/or audience 

 Bullet-points 

 Paragraphs 

Essay 

 Thesis 

 Columns 

 Second Person 
Pronouns 

 Formal Language 

Speech 

 Imperatives 

 Dates 

 First Person Pronouns 

 Topic Sentence 
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PURPOSE, AUDIENCE & FORMAT ANSWERS 
 

Article 

Tagline 

Subheadings 

Paragraphs 

Dates 

Columns 

 

Letter 

Address 

First person pronouns 

Formal sign-off 

Dates 

Paragraphs 

 

Essay 

Paragraphs 

Thesis 

Formal Language  

Topic Sentence 

 

Speech 

Salutation 

Thanking your reader and/or audience 

Second person pronouns 

Imperatives  

 


